














Provide financial assistance to industrial concerns and other agencies attempting commercial 
application of indigenous technology or adapting imported technology for wider domestic 
applications.

Provide financial assistance to such research and development institutions engaged in 
developing indigenous technology or adaptation of imported technology for commercial 
application, as may be recognized by the Central Government.

Perform such other functions as may be entrusted to it by the Central Government



Research Development and Innovation Fund (RDIF) is a 
flagship initiative under the Department of Science and 

Technology (DST), Government of India. 
 

Designed to accelerate investment in India’s R&D and Innovation ecosystem. 
Shall support private sector enterprises, startups, and industries working in sunrise and strategic 

sectors to transform ideas into globally competitive technologies and products 
Approved by the Union Cabinet on 1 July 2025, the Research, Development and Innovation (RDI) 

Scheme aims to catalyse private sector investment in R&D with a total outlay of ₹1 lakh crore over 
six years, including ₹20,000 crore in FY 2025-26.

About RDIF 



Hon’ble Prime Minister launched the RDI scheme on 
3rd November 2025 at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi



RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND INNOVATION (RDI) SCHEME 
TDB - AS SECOND-LEVEL FUND MANAGER 

TDB has been designated as a Second Level Fund manager under RDI by the Anusandhan National Research Foundation 
(ANRF)/DST, with an initial allocation of ₹2,000 crore to support projects across all strategic RDI sectors.

	� Eligible Technology Entities* 

	� Projects at Technology Readiness Level (TRL) 4  
       and above

Who Can Apply

	� Energy security and transition, and climate action;

	� ‘Deep Technology’ including quantum computing,  
       robotics, and space;

	� Artificial Intelligence and its application to Indian 
       problems, including in agriculture, health, and 
       education;

	� Biotechnology, biomanufacturing, synthetic 
       biology, pharmaceuticals, and medical devices;

	� Digital economy, including digital agriculture

RDIF Priority Sectors & sunrise sectors

	� The Companies Act, 2013.

	� The Indian Partnership Act, 1932.

	� The Limited Liability Partnership Act, 2008, 

	� Startups as defined in the Department for Promotion
       of Industry & Internal Trade Notification G.S.R. 127(E) 
       dated 19 February 2019, as may be modified from time 
       to time)

Any legal entity registered in India, and duly incorporated 
and governed under the applicable laws of India including

Eligible Technology Entities*

	� Collateral-free financing

	� Up to 50% of fund requirement (matching contribution 
       from company or private investor)

	� Nominal Interest rate

	� Tenure up to max 15 years, with moratorium

Long-Term Loans

   

	� Soft loan support with deferred equity 
       participation

	� Up to 20% of sanctioned debt convertible into  
       equity at a pre-agreed discount

	� Exit through promoter buy-back  or 
       strategic/block sale

Optionally convertible Debt

	� Equity participation up to 25% of TDB  
       assistance

	� Balance to be disbursed as loan

	� TDB equity capped at 25% of total shareholding

Upfront Equity Support

	� Funding up to 50% of fund requirement

	� Balance to be met through selfor private 
       investors

	� Relaxation possible for strategic cases with 
       approval of EGoS
  

Quantum Financing



TDB: Launch of First Open Call Under RDIFTDB: Launch of First Open Call Under RDIF
4th February, 2026





Overview of Proposals Received by 
TDB Under RDI Scheme 





RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND INNOVATION (RDI) SCHEME Projects Approved by TDB
•	Total approved project Cost: Rs 4743.99 Cr
•	Total approved TDB assistance: Rs 2192.32 Cr
•	Total Companies Selected as on 30 April 2026: 22 
•	States Covered: 5 
•	Core Sectors Supported- 5 Strategic Sectors
•	Sub-Sectors Covered- 15+ Emerging Technology Areas

•	Deep Technology  (Quantum Computing, Robotics and Space)
  Astrome | Dhruva Space | Agnikul Cosmos | GalaxEye | Ubifly | Manastu BigEndian | QuNu Labs | Ather Energy. Multi Nano
  Sense. Endure Air. IdeaForge. Think Metal

Healthcare, Biotechnology &Medical Devics
  Eyestem | Peptris | Serigen | Noccarc

•	Energy security and transition, and climate action 
  REPLUS. ETRNL Energy. NEOSEEKAR, 

•	AI in Healthcare
  Endimension

•	Digital economy, including digital agriculture
  Tejas Network

Startups/ MSMEs/ Companies Supported



Biotechnology, bio-manufacturing, 
synthetic biology, pharma, medical 

devices
(4)

Digital economy including digital 
agriculture

(1)

Technologies imp. for *Strategic Autonomy 
*Economic Security *Atmanirbharta

(0)

Energy security/transition and 
climate action 

(3)

Deep technology including 
quantum, robotics, and space

(13)

AI & it’s applications to Indian problems in-
cluding in agri, health, and education

(1)

SECTOR WISE DISTRIBUTION OF APPORVED PROJECTS



First Agreement signing with ETEs

First Fund Release to ETEs 
Under RDI Scheme

And



M/s Noccarc Robotics Private Limited
(Pune)

M/s e-TRNL Energy Private Limited
(Mumbai)

M/s EndureAir Systems Private Limited 
(Noida)

M/s Dhruva Space Private Limited
(Hyderabad)



Frist Fund Transfer & 
Agreement Signing with ETEs  

 
M/s Esystem Research Private Limited 

( Banglore)



TDB’s Investment Committee 
Under Research Development 

& Innovation Fund (RDIF)

Compendium launch



LIST OF APPORVED PROJECTS
S. No.    Company Name

1    M/s Astrome Technologies Private Limited, Bangalore

2    M/s Dhruva Space Private Limited, Hyderabad

3    M/s BigEndian Semiconductors Pvt Ltd., Bangalore

4    M/s EndureAir Systems Private Limited, Noida

5    M/s e-TRNL Energy Pvt. Ltd., Mumbai

6    M/s Eyestem Research Private Limited, Bangalore

7    M/s Peptris Technologies Private Limited, Bangalore

8    M/s Serigen Mediproducts Private Limited, Pune

9    M/s Ubifly Technologies Private Ltd, Mumbai

10    M/s Noccarc Robotics Private Limited, Pune 

11    M/s ThinkMetal Private Limited, Chennai



S. No.    Company Name

12    M/s Agnikul Cosmos Private Limited, Chennai 

13    M/s Ather Energy Limited, Bengaluru

14    M/s Tejas Networks Limited, Bengaluru

15    M/s QuNu Labs Private Limited, Bengaluru

16    M/s Galaxeye Space Solutions Private Limited, Chennai

17    M/s Multi Nano Sense Technologies Private Limited, Bengaluru

18    M/s Neo Seekermetals Pvt Ltd, Hyderabad

19    M/s Manastu Space Technologies Pvt Ltd, Thane

20    M/s Replus Engitech Pvt. Ltd, Pune

21    M/s ideaForge Technology Ltd, Thane

22    M/s Endimension Technology Pvt. LTD, Mumbai

LIST OF APPORVED PROJECTS



Plugging the Intelligance Gap:
A Sovereign Space-Based AI-ELINT constellation 

for National Security

Sector- Deep Technology (Quantum Computing, Robotics and Space)

Project Goals
•	 Build & Launch 3 AI- ELINT micro satellites (50kg Class) 
satellites 

•	 70MHz to 18GHz coverage 
•	 Equipped With Inter- Satellite communication
•	 Highly sensitive to detect satellite phones to missile

Specifications:
•	 Inclined Orbit- 40 degrees
•	 Altitude: 600 Km
•	 Number of Satellites: 231 
•	 Progressively launched to increase coverage frequency
Constellation Aim:
•	 Fully Cover the area of interest
•	 Maximize time over area of Interest
•	 Near to 24*7 Coverage

Start TRL: 4
Target TRL: 9 

Sub Sector- Space Technologies

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECT COST: Rs. 128.11 Cr. RDIF FUNDING APPROVED: Rs.64.05 Cr MODE OF FUNDING: OCD



Project Garud: Indigenous, Modular, Mass 
Producible 500 kg-Class Communication 

Satellite Platform

Sector- Deep Technology (Quantum Computing, Robotics and Space)

Key features:
•	 Constellation-ready

•	 Easily stackable on the launch vehicle, enabled by a 
flat-pack architecture

•	 Communication payload-agnostic

•	 Cost competitive

•	 Manufactured indigenously for sovereign capability

•	 Designed for rapid scale-up and strategic autonomy

•	 Manufactured through local supply chains to reduce 
cost

•	 Positioned to meet strong domestic and global demand

START TRL: 4
TARGET TRL: 7

Sub Sector- Space Technologies

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECT COST: Rs. 210.00 Cr RDIF FUNDING APPROVED:  Rs.105.00  Cr MODE OF FUNDING: DEBT



Project VeerAI

Sector- Deep Technology (Quantum Computing, Robotics and Space)

START TRL: 5
TARGET TRL: 9 

Sub Sector- Semiconductors and Electronics

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECT COST : Rs. 260.00 Cr RDIF FUNDING APPROVED: Rs. 130.00Cr MODE OF FUNDING: OCD



Project Sabal-200

Sector- Deep Technology (Quantum Computing, Robotics and Space)

START TRL: 5
TARGET TRL: 9

Sub Sector- Advanced Manufacturing and RobotIcs

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECT COST: Rs. 60.03 Cr RDIF FUNDING APPROVED: Rs.30.01 Cr MODE OF FUNDING:OCD

SYSTEM ARCHITECTURE
Fuel-injected propulsion + variable-pitch 
rotor enabling -2.5 hr endurance and stable 
heavy-load thrust control. 

200+ kg class optimized airframe with soft-
ware-defined precision hover, load stability, 
and redundancy management.



Technology Development and Manufacturing of 
Lithium-ion battery

Sector- Energy security and transition, and climate action

3D architecture & performance Process & 
manufacturing
•	 90% lower internal resistance • -90% heating
•	 Up to 2X cycle life  • Unlocks 15-min fast charging
•	 All-ceramic separator • Prevents thermal runaway
•	 Eliminates Copper & Aluminium • Improves energy density

START TRL: 4
TARGET TRL: 8

Sub Sector- Energy Storage

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECT COST: Rs. 191.00 Cr RDIF FUNDING APPROVED: Rs. 94.00 Cr MODE OF FUNDING: OCD

Process & manufacturing
•	 Simplified process flow
•	 Less machines = -80% CAPEX
•	 Less floorspace = -65% OPEX
•	 Modular architecture 
•	 Unparalleled capital efficiency
•	 In-house machine development 
•	 No import dependency



First in class, innovative therapies for two globaly 
incurable diseases - Dry Age-related Macular 

Degeneration and Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis

Sector- Biotechnology, biomanufacturing, synthetic biology, pharmaceuticals, and medical devices

A: Cell Therapy treatment for Moderate to Severe Dry Age –related 
macular degeneration (Geographic Atrophy) 

START TRL: 6		  |	 TARGET TRL : 9

Sub Sector- Advanced Biomaterials & Regenerative Medicine 

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECT COST: Rs. 250.00 Cr RDIF FUNDING APPROVED: Rs. 125.00 Cr MODE OF FUNDING: DEBT

B: Cell Therapy Treatment for Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis

START TRL: 4		  |	 TARGET TRL : 7



Vigor: Advancing AI-Discovered Molecules from Bench to Clinic

Sector- Biotechnology, biomanufacturing, synthetic biology, pharmaceuticals, and medical devices Sub Sector- Pharmaceutical and Drug Development 

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECT COST : Rs. 172.00 Cr RDIF FUNDING APPROVED: Rs. 86.00 Cr MODE OF FUNDING: OCD

DRUG START TRL TARGET TRL

PEPR 111 4 6

PEPRX101 4 6

PEPRX202 4 6

PEPR112 4 6



Scaling Indigenous Silk-Protein Medical Devices: A Pathway 
to Commercialization and Market Leadership

Sector- Biotechnology, biomanufacturing, synthetic biology, pharmaceuticals, and medical devices Sub Sector- Medical Devices & Diagonastic

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECT COST : Rs. 44. 62 Cr RDIF FUNDING APPROVED: Rs. 20.00 Cr MODE OF FUNDING: OCD

PRODUCT 1 PRODUCT 2

START TRL: 5
TARGET TRL: 9

START TRL: 4
TARGET TRL: 6



ePlane - Advanced Air Mobility Solution

Sector- Deep Technology (Quantum Computing, Robotics and Space)

START TRL: 6 
TARGET TRL: 9 

Sub Sector- Space Technologies

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECT COST : Rs. 570.00 Cr RDIF FUNDING APPROVED: Rs. 285.00 Cr MODE OF FUNDING: OCD

Ubifly Technologies Private Ltd



Critical Care on Wheels: iMLSS 
(Intelligent Mobile Life Support System)

Sector-Biotechnology, biomanufacturing, synthetic biology, pharmaceuticals, and medical devices

START TRL: 4
TARGET TRL: 9 

Sub Sector- Medical Devices & Diagnostics

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECT COST: Rs. 22.83 Cr RDIF FUNDING APPROVED: Rs. 11.41 Cr MODE OF FUNDING: OCD

Key features & offerings
•	 Designed for low-resource setups: in ambulance/ PHCs/CHCs 
that lack central gas supply lines

•	 Built for Real World Abuse: Rugged design (IP65/MIL-STD-810G) 
prone to dust/heat/vibration

•	 Cost-Effective: ₹4-6Lakh/unit vs. 8-15Lakh/unit imports; 1/3rd 
lifecycle costs

•	 Skill-Proof: Multilingual voice + Al bridges paramedic training 
gaps, standardizes

•	 Connected & Intelligent: Live data sharing to hub hospitals + 
on-device Al insights and alerts for clinical guidance

•	 Aatmanirbhar: 100% indigenous design & IP, potential to replace 
350-400 Cr annual imports



Next-Gen Metal Manufacturing: 10X Speed, 
50% Cost

Sector- Deep Technology (Quantum Computing, Robotics and Space)

START TRL: 8 
TARGET TRL: 9 

Sub Sector-  Advanced Manufacturing & Robotics/ 3D Printing of Metal Tools

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECT COST : Rs. 13.41 Cr RDIF FUNDING APPROVED: Rs. 6.7 Cr MODE OF FUNDING: OCD



Development of reusable launch 
vehicle -Agnibaan RLV

Sector- Deep Technology (Quantum Computing, Robotics and Space)

START TRL: 4 & above
TARGET TRL: 8

Sub Sector- Space Technologies

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECT COST: Rs. 529.00 Cr RDIF FUNDING APPROVED: Rs.200.00  Cr MODE OF FUNDING: OCD

Full-system reusability (not just first stage)
•	 50% reduction in launch & manufacturing cost
•	 90% reduction in space debris

•	 Enables high-frequency, repeatable launches
•	 Eliminates need for separate satellite bus
•	 Semi-cryogenic liquid propulsion - deep throttling + 
restart capability

•	 Lightweight upper stage + precise orbital insertion
•	 Patented EUS technology (India, US, Europe)
•	 TRL-7 validated ascent systems (SOrTeD mission)



Project ASTRA - Global E2W Electronics stack

Sector- Deep Technology (Quantum Computing, Robotics and Space)

START TRL:   4/5     
TARGET TRL: 9

Sub Sector- Semiconductors & Electronics

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECT COST: Rs. 432.78 Cr RDIF FUNDING APPROVED: Rs. 211.89 Cr MODE OF FUNDING: DEBT

Project aimed at enabling India to become a global leader in 
technologically advanced, efficient, safe E2Ws

Solutions 1/4: Developing Next-Gen High Power-Density Power Electronics
Solutions 2/4: Enhancing vehicle stability & rider safety
Solutions 3/4: Developing efficient and de-risked powertrain architecture
Solutions 4/4: Pioneering safer and more efficient battery systems

High performance, cost-effective 
Projects aimed to achieve high performance, efficiency and 
safety in a cost-effective manner	
	
Economic Impact 
Creates high-value engineering jobs, positioning India as a 
global hug for R&D	
	
Global Competitiveness 
Enables export-ready products for Southeast Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America



5G Advanced and 6G network Infrastructure 
solutions

Sector- Digital economy, including digital agriculture

START TRL: 6      
TARGET TRL: 9

Sub Sector- Core Infrastructure for Digital Economy

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECT COST: Rs. 529.00 Cr RDIF FUNDING APPROVED: Rs. 250.00 Cr MODE OF FUNDING: DEBT

Tejas Networks 5G Advanced and 6G Network Infrastructure solution includes the 
following network elements:
1.	Compact 2nd Gen 32T32R Radio with 192AE
2.	  Advanced 64T64R Radio with 128 AE
3.	  FDD 32T32R Radio with 128AE
4.	  Next Gen Macro RUs (4x40W 4T4R)
5.	  Converged Multi-Technology Baseband Platform
6.	  Al based Network Management / Observability
7.	 5G Advanced Core

8. 6G Radio (FR3)

•	NTN
•	Network Slicing
•	Location Management Function LMF
•	Ultra-Reliable Low-Latency Communication (URLLC)
•	RedCap



Build World Class Technology Backbone and 
Fabric of India’s Quantum Secure and Sensing 

Networks (IQSN)

Sector- Deep Technology (Quantum Computing, Robotics and Space)

START TRL: 4/5
TARGET TRL: 9

Sub Sector- Quantum Technology 

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECT COST : Rs. 300.00 Cr RDIF FUNDING APPROVED: Rs. 150.00 Cr MODE OF FUNDING: OCD



Multisensor Satellite to enable High Resolution 
(<0.5m) SyncFusion OptoSAR

Sector- Deep Technology (Quantum Computing, Robotics and Space)

START TRL: 6
TARGET TRL: 9

Sub Sector- Space Technologies

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECT COST: Rs. 247.69  Cr RDIF FUNDING APPROVED: Rs. 63.84  Cr MODE OF FUNDING:OCD



Platform MEMS + AFE SoC Multi-Gas Sensor

Sector- Deep Technology (Quantum Computing, Robotics and Space)

START TRL: 4
TARGET TRL: 9

Sub Sector- Quantum Technology 

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECT COST : Rs. 75.02 Cr RDIF FUNDING APPROVED: Rs. 37.51 Cr MODE OF FUNDING: OCD



Extractions of Critical Metals by Recycling of 
E-Waste and Lithium Ion Battery Waste

Sector- Energy security and transition, and climate action

START TRL: 5
TARGET TRL: 9

Sub Sector-  Critical Minerals, Metals and Rare Earth Recycling

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECT COST : Rs.  44.00 Cr RDIF FUNDING APPROVED: Rs. 10.00 Cr MODE OF FUNDING: OCD



Scalable Integrated Green Propulsion System for 
Satellites and Launch Vehicles for Sustainable 

Access to Space (5 mN–300 N Class)

Sector- Deep Technology (Quantum Computing, Robotics and Space)

START TRL: 6
TARGET TRL: 9

Sub Sector-  Space Technology

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECT COST : Rs. 277.63 Cr RDIF FUNDING APPROVED: Rs. 116.00 Cr MODE OF FUNDING: OCD

Solution: Indigenous Safe, Efficient and Cost-Effective Complete Propulsion System for Satellites Fuel as Safe as Common Salt 
(Green Propellant), 50% Higher Performance and 60% Cost Effective (Proven in Space)

Agile, Efficient & Safe (Sustainable) and Cost-Effective System Proven in Space Propulsion System (Patents Filed) for Satellites



Development of Advanced Immersion Cooled Battery 
Thermal Management System (BTMS) for High C-Rate Battery 
Energy Storage System (BESS) and Electric Vehicles (EV)

Sector- Energy security and transition, and climate action

START TRL: 4
TARGET TRL: 8

Sub Sector-   Energy Storage

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECT COST : Rs. 85.50 Cr RDIF FUNDING APPROVED: Rs. 42.75 Cr MODE OF FUNDING: OCD



The Solution YETI is a heavy-lift, long-range, 
autonomous VTOL-fixed wing UAV, purpose-built 
for demanding environments: 
•	 Payload: Up to 200 kg 

•	 Range: Up to 200 km 

•	 Altitude: Operates up to 6,500 m AMSL 

•	Weather-ready: IP55, wind resistance up to 30 
knots 

•	 Deployment: Containerized, ready in minutes, 
lands in 15m x 15m patches 

•	 Redundancy: Distributed propulsion and power 
for fault tolerance 

•	 Control: Full C2, GNSS-denied navigation, 200 
km link, swarm-capable

YETI - Heavy lift long range autonomous aerial 
logistics vehicle

Sector- Deep Technology (Quantum Computing, Robotics and Space)

START TRL: 4
TARGET TRL: 9

Sub Sector-  Intelligent Systems & Robotics

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECT COST : Rs. 302.00 Cr RDIF FUNDING APPROVED: Rs. 151.00 Cr MODE OF FUNDING: DEBT



Fine-Tuning and Deployment of Advanced AI for Automated 
Detection, Quantification and Structured Reporting of 50+ 
Brain Abnormalities from CT and MRI Scans that can enhance 

Radiologist efficiency upto 5x

Sector- Artificial Intelligence and its application to indian problems, including in agriculture, health and education

START TRL: 7
TARGET TRL: 9

Sub Sector-  AI in Healthcare

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECT COST: Rs.8.00 Cr RDIF FUNDING APPROVED: Rs. 3.00Cr  MODE OF FUNDING: OCD








